PREFACE

3URAGED by the favourable reception of the first edition
ie public, the author has ventured on the publication
e second edition in the hope that it will also receive
due recognition.   The first three chapters and the
chapter are retained on account of their popularity. The
^f the book has been completely revised and enlarged
e light of subsequent knowledge gained by contacting
;nt Vedantins like S'nman Mahamahopadhyaya Kapis-
TI Des'ikacar Swami and receiving their blessings. The
xl is more strictly adhered to in this edition by the
on of relevant chapters bearing on synthetic philosophy^
etic religion and synthetic philosophy of religion whose
1.1 aim is the study of essential problems by stressing the
on points of different systems and sects without sacri-
their individuality. In the chapter on <fc The Comparative
of Vedanta/* the distinction is drawn between Pure
fca as a deduction from adwific experience and Practical
:a as the inductive ascent of the mumuksu to the Abso"
nd also between Pure Visdstadvaita and the religion
[ Vaisiriavism with a view to bringing out the points of
t between Advaita and Vis^istadvaita which have not
3n speaking terms for a long time. This comparative
d alone paves the way for the discernment of the com-
eatures between absolutism and theism in spite of their
races. The method adopted in this study is called the